
IMPERFECT UNION—For every imperfect union, there need be a leader who under-

stands its imperfections. America is no exception. It has not been that long ago since we 

stripped the Native Americans of their sacred land, a land admired by many, explored by 

many more, and marred by conquests, acquisitions and intolerance. In 1497, John Cabot 

sailed under the English flag to explore the coast of North America in search of a water 

route to Asia. He ended up claiming the land for England. In 1524, Giovanni da Ver-

razano went on a different journey for France. In 1540, Francisco Coronado led an ex-

pedition in search of the legendary “Seven Cities of Gold” and he stumbled into the 

Grand Canyon. It was not until 1619 that the first blacks arrive in America as indentured 

servants. Within a few years the slave trade began.  

This nation has changed, adapted, and evolved since its early days. From the 

Colonial period to the time of the Civil War, from the boom and bust of the early 1900s 

to modern America, this country’s rich but imperfect history has been shaped by a group 

of men who we called Presidents. Among them were George Washington, a revolutionary 

military leader, John Adam, an English lawyer, and Ronald Reagan, an actor. These men 

had chiseled, shaped and molded our nation into a country it is today. Despites the dif-

ferences in their professions prior to their White House days, they all shared one com-

mon root—they were all Anglo-Saxon males. Two hundred years have passed since 

George Washington took office and a new dawn has arrived. With population explosion 

on the rise, global competition for limited foods and natural resources high, and political 

hegemony and interdependency inevitable, a new phase of evolution is taking place. Evo-

lution of a nation like ours requires diversification of technological know-how, social agendas, economic and political policies, 

and leadership compositions. A field of corn with an identical genetic blueprint will risk eradication should danger strikes. The 

same apply to a nation. That is why America needs a major facelift to meet today’s challenges and to face tomorrow’s dangers. 

We have come a long way since the day when the Pilgrims set foot on the Plymouth shore. The foot-length path they had taken 

paved the way for us on a road that stretched a thousand miles. We, as a nation, are defined not by our size, our intellect, or our 

technologies but by our complexity. As a whole, we are smart people, intelligent enough to know that the seat of the U.S. Presi-

dency holds great power and tremendous responsibilities. That is why it is time to put aside our bias, bigotry, fanaticism, and 

religious zeal, and vote with a clear state of mind.  

America is still a young nation but we are crawling at light speed. Given the current state of things, a new breed of 

Presidents is needed to guide us safely through our next evolutionary phase, those who not only know the heartbeats of America 

and the pulses of the world but also those with the compassion, intellect, experience, diversity and vision to make this country 

greater than it is. It shouldn’t matter if they are Jews, Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, or Mormons, as long as they have the 

qualification to serve with the highest level of competency, they should be provided a fair opportunity to be seated in the highest 

office of the land. Let’s be honest with ourselves for a moment. No black man can truly believe that he know what it is like to be 

white, and no white man can honestly claims that he know what it is truly like to be black. Nor does an Asian know what it is like 

to be Hispanic and vice versa. However different we are from each other, we are also alike. We shared the same piece of land 

called America. We reaped our crops from it, buried our loved ones in it, and gave birth to our child on it. We walk, run, and 

breathe from the air that cover the same piece of land that our forefathers had once occupied years before our time. We are a 

nation of Taco Bells, Kentucky Fried Chickens, and Mr. Chow’s Lucky Restaurants. How we view our complexity, treat our 

neighbors, or pick our Presidents, whether they are white, black, brown, or yellow, can make or break us as a nation. Will we 

still be a vibrant nation two or three hundred years from now, a place that is tolerance of different political, social, cultural, and 

religious views? Or will we be another storybook tale about a land of many nations that was once splintered by the very threads 

that hold us together today? The fate of America does not begin with an act from a President but with the action of the people 

who put him or her in office. No one but us can tell us how to think or who to vote for. That is why we need to thrust aside our 

angers, fears, and impartiality, and pick the right man or woman for the job. We need to dig deep into our gut and ask ourselves 

the most basic question of all, “Am I electing this person because he or she is black or white, or am I electing him or her be-

cause this nation needs his or her experience, compassion, judgment, and vision?” As an imperfect union that strives for perfec-

tion, we have a duty to select not just anyone who is willing to serve but only the one who can truly serve.  
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INTEGRITY & POLITICS—Has integrity ever been the dance partner of American 

politics? Sure, we long for the warmth of Harry Truman’s fireside chats, but Harry made 

the decision to drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima ― an act of terrorism that, because 

of our might, made us right ― and later fed the Baltic States one by one to Russia to ap-

pease Stalin. We affectionately refer to Lincoln as Honest Abe, but his White House ten-

ure is marked as the four bloodiest years in this country’s history, and surely, during his 

terms as president, he was much maligned by anyone south of the Mason-Dixon Line. We 

praise George Washington for owning up to cutting down that cherry tree ― but that was 

when he was but a boy, long before he entered the world of politics. Perhaps our fixation 

on the past, our desire to see the good old days only through rose-colored glasses, pre-

vents us from seeing the cold hard truth that in politics everyone lies. 

When I was younger I more readily held onto ideals such as integrity and honesty. 

But as Dr. Gregory House says, “Everyone lies.” I turn 52 next month and I wonder if it 

is wisdom ― which often comes at the expense of innocence ― that causes me to doubt 

the words of any candidate running for political office or merely cynicism in the wake of 

thirty-four years of voting for the public official who was best at telling lies. 

In 1976 I recall watching a woman exit a voting booth to announce to the world that 

she’d voted for Jimmy Carter because her husband liked peanuts. No doubt many young 

women voted for Kennedy because he was young, handsome and dynamic (only later did 

we learn that he used our tax dollars to hire staff to procure women for him), and we 

turned a blind eye to Bill Clinton’s extramarital affairs because of a balanced budget, 

low unemployment and a healthy economy. Did we vote twice for Reagan because, like 

any good actor, he slipped into the role so convincingly? How did we vote twice for our current president, who has left us with 

an anything but efficient government? 

The truth is, to win votes, all candidates tell an assembly of people what they think they want to hear ― and that is likely to 

change with the target audience, whether speaking to a group of Catholic pro-lifers or a group of pro-choicers. But perhaps the 

greater truth this election year, or any election year, is whose lies we will believe the most. Both candidates are running on a 

platform of change, so what it comes down to is a leap of faith: do we trust Barack Obama as the second coming of Camelot 

(minus the Marilyn Monroe proclivity), that he is capable of bringing to Washington the change for which he rightfully identified 

we voters wish; or do we trust that John McCain’s experience will bring about the change he also promises or merely four more 

years of the same? Will Joe Biden counter Obama’s lack of experience? Or will Sarah Palin’s record of balancing the budget 

and combating corruption in Alaska, along with her energy, appeal to enough voters (including those who doubt McCain’s 

health) to risk four more years of a Republican in the Oval Office (as well as four more years in Iraq)? Perhaps the greater trag-

edy is that once the election is over the campaign lies or rhetoric will cease, only to be replaced by the truth that we will be fed a 

whole new diet of other rhetoric designed to pave the road toward 2012.  
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POLITICS AND PRESIDENCY 

 

The whole art of politics consists in directing rationally the irrationalities in men. —Reinhold Niebuhr 


