
REENGINEERING INGENUITY—For centuries, theologians, philosophers, politi-

cians, historians, and scientists have been unsuccessful in solving the greatest riddle of 

our time. Who or what created us? Despite our technological know-how and acquired 

wisdom, a unifying answer to the above question remains as mysterious as who built the 

Egyptian Sphinx. Although we may not reach the same conclusion as to how we came 

into being, we can at least agree on one basic principal―ingenuity. Do you know that a 

spoonful of soil in the rain forest may contain over a billions bacteria? What do you think 

will happen to them when the rain stops and the soil dries out? The answer is obvious, 

most will cease to exist, and a few may live to see another day if they have the ability to 

withstand, adapt or escape their harsh environment. While the true face of the enigmatic 

force that created us and our universe remains hidden behind the vaulted universe, its 

footprints are identifiable and at hand.     

The human population is expanding at a startling rate. China, with over a billion 

people, is in a mode of population control. Even with her strict implementation of the one 

child policy, the law of nature still defies the law of man. Her population continues to 

expand at an alarming rate. A renowned scientist once wrote that humans are creatures 

with “selfish genes.” These genes ensure not only our survival, but also the survival of 

our offspring. Thus, two dominant forces remain at war. The pivot point remains unde-

fined as the pendulum swings left, pushing for propagation, and right, pushing for con-

trol. 

So what are we to do if our population continues to expand, our resources continue 

to dwindle, and our needs continue to grow? What is America supposed to do as her citizens multiply, her streets crowded, her 

farmlands diminished, her forests dwindling, and her reserves emptying out? We certainly can’t stop reproducing. It is against 

our nature. But we can be creative in meeting some of our growing demands. The future may look brighter than we think. 

We are at an expedited pace of reengineering technologies and our being. With our facts in check, when will we be able to 

move freely in the air or on land without our planes, our cars or our boats? It may be sooner than we think. We are living in a 

new era of medical research and technological innovation. Hybrid cars, alternative fuels, and nano-technology will shape the 

way we drive, work, and play. Vertical farms will one day occupy buildings and skyscrapers, and flying cars will occupy our 

airspace. A limited number are already in production. If we are moving at this rate, pretty soon we’ll be able to grow wings and 

fly. Impossible? Think again. If we can clone sheep, create babies from petri dishes, change gender, and transplant body parts 

from human to human and from animal to human, why would it be impossible to genetically engineer babies with wings? It’s 

not a matter of whether we can do it but when. Someday, we may even develop gills and swim freely among the dolphins and 

whales. By then, do we still call ourselves human or something else? 
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AMERICAN INNOVATION: ALIVE AND WELL IN THE 21

ST

 CENTURY—Forty-seven years ago, John F. Kennedy 

challenged America to put a man on the moon and America responded. That the first lu-

nar landing took place a mere sixty-five years after the Wright brothers’ first successful 

flight and forty-one years after Charles Lindbergh crossed the Atlantic in Spirit of St. 

Louis only makes this feat more remarkable. 

Today, President Obama faces the challenge of melding the automotive industry with 

the environmental lobby, state governors, and Congress, in the hope of providing a solu-

tion, through innovation, to the issues of energy and climate change, while nursing back 

to health an ailing American economy. 

Obama recently stated that he is committed to working with Congress and the auto-

motive industry to meet one goal: leading the world in building the next generation of 

clean cars. 

We are at a crossroads where the future of this country’s automobile industry is con-

cerned. What happens over the coming months will have a lasting impact on this industry 

as well as the global economy. 

Key to the survival of Detroit and the Midwest, as well as to a healthier economy, is 

a thorough understanding of how we got here. 

Make no mistake, the automotive industry, its greed, is largely to blame for its cur-

rent predicament. 

Sixty years ago, after World War II, General Motors, Standard Oil and Firestone 

Tires were brought before Congress on conspiracy charges. They were found guilty of 

creating dummy companies that bought up mass transit systems that had served many 

major cities so well for so long, to tear up the tracks and sell the trolleys to South Ameri-

can cities, where today many still transport people to and from work. 

Guilty, and fined one dollar. 

After the war, the automotive industry led America into a new era: a car in every driveway; and when that wasn’t enough, 

two cars in every garage. What was good for the automobile industry was good for America. Even while, thirty years later, cities 

like Los Angeles, stuck in gridlock, began to clamor for a mass transit system to alleviate the congestion on their freeways. 

Fact: a horse and buggy traveled faster in LA in 1911 than does a car during rush hour traffic today. 

The ad agencies continue to sell automobiles on the glamour of luxury and horsepower ─ bigger is better and faster 

more advantageous. Ads show sports cars boasting two hundred horses under the hood zipping through city streets empty of traf-

fic while in reality these same two hundred horses merely consume more gas while they sit idling in bumper-to-bumper traffic. 

Glamorous women sell luxury cars on the premise that it’s important, when the owner turns on the car, the car returns the favor. 

Engineers in Detroit first claimed they could not improve on the efficiency of the internal combustion engine; then they 

told us they had the technology but it would be too costly to the consumer. I wonder how costly had they, thirty years ago, fun-

neled profits into new technologies rather than to lining the pockets of executives who sat on their hands until they had no alter-

native but to ask Congress for a bailout. 

Opponents of Obama state the government has no place in the private sector, that they should stay out of industry, even as 

they should stay out of the financial industry. 

I have no answers, but I’m open to all suggestions for a solution. 

Some of Obama’s rhetoric smells like socialism, and for the first time in my life I’m wondering if that’s so terrible. Wall 

Street couldn’t police itself, gave in to greed, just as the automobile industry did. If an industry can’t be trusted to have ethics, 

what is the alternative but to appoint a watchdog? 

The old ways failed. We have what amounts to a clean slate. Will American ingenuity and innovation take over, or will 

greed hold sway? 

Stay tuned… 
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To know is nothing at all; to imagine is everything. —Anatole France 


